A   BRASS   HAT   IN   NO   MAN'S   LAND
themselves. 'It is great to forget one Is ill: It is fine
to be fit/ became our slogan.
Within a very few days of the arrival of our
veterans we proceed to Hazebrouck to be nearer the
line and to carry out our musketry training on the
ranges and be ready to hold a reserve line In order
to receive the Germans on bayonets, should they
break through near Strazeel!
*I suppose/ I say, to Plunkett, 'they think we shall
be safe there, as we can't run awayP
The men are now pretty fit. They can march
fairly well, and even run.
I receive an order from G.H.Q. which they tell
me Is to be read to the men. I am horrified at the
wording of this order. It promises the 'B? men they
will not be put into offensive action! 'Is not/ I ask,
*a local counter-attack offensive action, is not
offence the soul of defence?' I put the order in my
pocket and say nothing - for the time being. Later,
I meet Plunkett. 'What about some sports for the
men?* I ask* 'Good/ he replies. 'Will you run a
brigade committee?' I ask. 'Certainly/ he says,
Til see the staff captain about it/
The sports are a great success. The times are
good. The team-races and inter-company events
are excellent. All three battalions compete in one
event, every man jack having to complete the course,
for a prize. I am asked to give the prizes away.
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